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MARY BLOOM 

Librarian — Ridgecrest Elementary School 

25.1 Years 

 

Mary has served as an educator in Puyallup for 23 years and at Ridgecrest Elementary for the 

last 21 years. She began at Maplewood Elementary and moved to Ridgecrest when the position 

came open in 1993. After substituting, Mary went right into the library position. She completed 

her Masters of Literacy and Library Endorsement at Pacific Lutheran University. She was hired 

by Cliff Laycock in 1991, and Mary has worked alongside many colleagues since then. She also 

worked at Riverside, Stewart, Hunt, Firgrove, and Carson elementary schools as either the 

primary librarian or as a support librarian. Mary has dedicated many hours in support of 

Ridgecrest students and their families. She has developed an outstanding collection of library 

materials. Mary plans on subbing in library positions next year when she isn’t spending time 

with her grandkids and family. Our Ridgecrest family wishes Mary all the best as she enters 

retirement. 

 

 

SANDRA BRASIER 

Teacher — Meeker Elementary School 

12.8 Years 

 

Sandy is truly an exceptional educator. She began her teaching career in 1972 in the Denver 

Public School District. Sandy also taught in the Everett School District before she was hired to 

work in the Puyallup School District in 1984. During her years of experience she had the 

opportunity to teach students in regular education classrooms in grades K-6. She also gained 

experience working with students in behavior disorder, self-contained, and resource classrooms. 

Sandy received her Master’s in Special Education for children with significant behavior and 

learning disabilities. We were so fortunate when Sandy came to Meeker Elementary three years 

ago to work in our Special Education Support Center, serving students in first through third 

grades. Sandy was gifted and very perceptive when it came to connecting with her students and 

motivating them to excel in academics and behavior. Sandy’s classroom was always welcoming, 

and she exceeded expectations when it came to inviting and engaging families as educational 

partners. We will miss Sandy, and we wish her the best in her future endeavors. 

 

 

CHERI BUCK 

Teacher — Stewart Elementary School 

20.8 Years 

 

Cheri is an outstanding teacher. With gentleness, understanding, and great skill, she has fostered 

tremendous growth in young learners. She was able to exit many students from special education 

as a resource room teacher, and as a Title I teacher has continued to carefully and effectively 

guide the learning of her students. She has a warm heart and a kind word for everyone she works 

with. She will truly be missed as she goes on to seek adventure in retirement. When asked about 

her beliefs, she shared the following: “I believe high levels of learning are best achieved when 

the entire learning community is working together to reach this goal.” 
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LEO BULLOCK 

Teacher — Walker High School 

10.8 Years 

 

Leo has been the Career and Technical Education (CTE) teacher at Walker High School for 

several years. His service and dedication have been consistently conducted with professionalism 

and dignity. Leo has spent countless hours at home toiling over lesson plans and seeing all of his 

work through with tenacity and fidelity—a level of professionalism he brought with him from his 

extensive experience in the private sector. On our staff, he has been a source of humor, 

reassurance, and solidarity when it was most sorely needed by frustrated teachers. His wisdom 

and candor shall forever leave their mark on those who have been lucky enough to work with 

him, and the grace and integrity with which he approached his career will forever characterize 

the legacy he leaves behind. Leo looks forward to focusing on his family during retirement—

namely by spoiling his granddaughter, Amara. At Walker High School, Leo’s impact will not 

become a forgotten relic, but rather, it will remain part of the hallowed architecture of our 

culture, and he will be sorely missed. We wish him the best. 
 

 

JOHN BUSTAD 

Principal — Rogers High School 

44.8 Years 

 

Congratulations to John as he retires from the Puyallup School District after 45 years of service. 

Mr. Bustad started his career in Puyallup as a social studies teacher in 1969. His administrative 

years began at Ballou Junior High and are concluding at Rogers High School. He has served in 

several schools over the course of his time in Puyallup, bringing energy and passion to the field 

of education. John has always modeled great leadership throughout all he does for the district, 

known to his colleagues as a person who readily teams and is invested in everyone’s collective 

success. His core values center on the importance of the development of relationships and it is 

through these relationships that he has successfully mentored students, teachers, and 

administrators. He believes steadfastly in growing the capacity of all whom he interacts with. 

With extreme pride, he is excited to share the adventures he enjoys with his wife, children, and 

grandchildren, anticipating many more adventures in his retirement. Mr. Bustad brings optimism 

and joy with him at every turn. Without fail, he can be heard describing every day as, “The best 

day ever!” 
 

 

ALFONSO CORBI 

Custodian — Emerald Ridge High School  

14.1 Years 

 

Alfonso came to the Puyallup School District from the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard on Jan.28, 

1999, when he was hired as a substitute custodian. On Sept. 20, 1999, he became a full-time 

employee when he took the graveyard shift pool position at Rogers High School. A year later, Al 

took a position at Emerald Ridge High School, helping to open the school in the fall of 2000, and 

remained there until his retirement on November 1, 2013. A Puyallup resident, Al was a familiar, 

friendly face in his second floor station. Loved by staff and students, he was considered the “Go-

to-Guy” whenever there was a crisis. He will be missed by those he has served the last 13 years. 
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GARY  COURIE 

Teacher — Rogers High School 

15.8 Years 

 

Gary started his career at Puyallup High School, where he taught American Sign Language 

(ASL) for two years before moving to Ballou Junior High for four years and then to Rogers High 

School where he will finish his career in June of 2014.  Gary has done a great job here at Rogers, 

where he has been an active member of the world language department and a favorite of our 

students.  Gary will start his retirement off with a trip to California to see family and then 

continue that journey with a fishing trip, a cruise, and a cross-country trip with a deaf school and 

community. 

 

 

CATHERINE DAHLQUIST 

Teacher — Stewart Elementary School 

1.8 Years 

 

Cathie has taught a total of 35 years as a special education teacher with students in preschool 

through fifth grade. For 18 of those years, she has taught students with autism. She joined the 

Puyallup School District two years ago at Stewart Elementary. Cathie was led into teaching as a 

young person, even teaching her youngest brother to read before he entered kindergarten. She 

hopes that she will be remembered by her students and their parents as someone who made a 

difference, setting the bar high for each individual student to reach their true potential. One of 

her favorite philosophies is to believe you make a difference even if you don’t know how, for 

often it is the little things that make all the difference.  

 

 

CYNTHIA EDMON 

Teacher — Fruitland Elementary School 

42.8 Years 

 

Cindy graduated from the University of Washington in 1971 and began teaching third grade at 

Fruitland Elementary in September 1971, where she has happily remained for 43 years! Over the 

decades at Fruitland, she was a Golden Acorn recipient, student council adviser, and Puyallup 

Education Association building representative. She is currently a member of Delta Kappa 

Gamma, (International sorority for professional educators).  Retirement will be filled with 

family, church, and civic activities, but third grade will forever hold a special place in her heart. 

Her motto in the years ahead is Carpe Diem! 
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JANE ERICKSON 

Teacher — Edgemont Junior High School 

7.8 Years 

 

Jane began her teaching career at Fairview Junior High in Central Kitsap School District where 

she taught for eight years. She then taught at Sumner Junior High for 21 years before coming to 

Edgemont Junior High for the last eight years. Jane is going to miss the students and the great 

staff at Edgemont.  

 

 

MICHAEL FARLEY 

Bus Driver — Transportation 

14.9 Years 

 

Mike began his 15 years of service with the Puyallup School District in September 1999, 

following 28 years of service in warehousing and sales with a private company. Mike served as a 

substitute driver for one year before becoming a contracted driver. Mike has a heart for 

students—particularly those that are entrusted to his care. He would often share observations of 

concern and suggest practical ideas toward ensuring student safety. As Mike closes the bus 

driving chapter of his life, he plans to spend more time with his family and grandchildren, as 

well as cruise the Mediterranean from Barcelona to Istanbul. Thank you for your years of service 

to your students and support to the district. 

 

 

CHARLENE FITZGERALD 

Nurse — Hunt and Spinning Elementary Schools 

9.8 Years 

 

“I don’t feel good.” “My mom wanted you to check me out.”  “I fell in the mud, can I call my 

mom?” This is the language of school nursing—it is a language that Charlene clearly 

understands. No matter the reason, she tended to the needs of every child who stepped into her 

office. And she did it with a joyful heart. Throughout her 10 years in Puyallup, she provided 

support in three schools—Hunt, Ridgecrest, and Spinning elementary schools. She served on 

safety committees, multi-disciplinary teams, and special projects such as recruiting the Dental 

Van and updating the nursing procedure manual. Her skill in organizing and facilitating annual 

health screenings and connecting families with outside resources are two of her greatest 

contributions to Puyallup’s community. We cheer her on as she starts a new adventure in serving 

others through her retirement as a volunteer and missionary in her church and with Wounded 

Warriors.    
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CINDY FLORES 

Bus Driver — Transportation 

6.6 Years 

 

Cindy has had a long and rewarding career of 25 years as a bus driver with the district. She was 

hired as a substitute driver in August 1988 and five months later, in January 1989 was hired as a 

contracted driver. Cindy spent the bulk of her career driving large buses for non-special needs 

students. Cindy stated that she looks forward to retirement so that she can “do whatever she 

wants.” Thank you for your many years of service and commitment. Enjoy your retirement. 

 

 

SUSAN FRANK 

Teacher — Northwood Elementary School 

35.5 Years 

 

The Northwood staff, students, and families have had the pleasure of working with Sue for the 

last three years as our wonderful Resource teacher.  She is positive, kind, and treats her students 

as if they were her own. Sue has a heart of gold! She’s taught for 38 years in special education, 

with 35 of those years in the Puyallup School District. Our North Hill schools have been lucky to 

have her. We wish Sue the best in her retirement and are grateful for the time we’ve spent with 

her at Northwood.     

 

 

CARON DEAN FRY 

Teacher — Sunrise Elementary School 

15.4 Years 

 

Caron has a heart of gold and a head filled with wonderful ways to help our very young learn in 

our preschool program at Sunrise Elementary. For the past 15 years Caron sang songs, played 

games, and helped our preschoolers prepare for kindergarten. Prior to her work here at Sunrise, 

Caron worked in a variety of roles in education including teaching grades 1-4 in California, 

teaching children from birth to age three years special needs in Washington, and 13 years as 

principal in several private elementary schools. Caron enjoys being the first to welcome students 

and parents to school for their very first experience. She feels that her work reflects the first of 

many wonderful events and opportunities for years to come. Caron’s ability to enhance her 

lessons with her creative flair has been a gift to her students. She truly has made a difference in 

the lives of our students, parents, and staff here at Sunrise. We will miss her, miss her smile, and 

miss the joy she brings into her classroom each and every day. 
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SUSAN GALLWAS 

Bus Driver — Transportation 

21.7 Years 

 

Sue was hired as a substitute driver in December 1990 and one year later became a contracted 

driver in January 1992. Sue always maintained a pleasant and positive attitude. She enjoyed 

working with and transporting her students.  Sue’s passion for a different type of service-oriented 

work redirected her path when the opportunity was presented. Thank you for your years of 

service to your students and support to the district. Congratulations on your retirement and new 

opportunity.  

 

 

NANCY GRAY  

Paraeducator — Shaw Road and Zeiger Elementary Schools 

26.5 Years 

 

Nancy has worked for the Puyallup School District for past 23 years. Most of her experience has 

been up on North Hill at Northwood Elementary (21 years). She also worked at Mountain View 

and Hilltop elementary schools. Nancy has served mainly as library assistant, but has also 

worked in the role of paraeducator in special education. She is a kind-hearted individual who is 

loved by her colleagues and the students that she worked with. We are going to miss her smiles 

and positive and friendly attitude. The Northwood staff wishes Nancy the best in her retirement!   

 

 

MICHAEL HANSON  

Counselor — Edgerton Elementary School 

19.6 Years 

 

Meet Mr. Mike Hanson. He is an easygoing guy who has a passion for music and a heart for 

kids.  Mike had the wonderful opportunity to reach students through music and making personal 

connections. He taught elementary music for 15 years in Sequim and then began a second career 

in counseling in the Puyallup School District. He served as a school counselor at Hunt, Brouillet, 

and Edgerton elementary schools, supporting thousands of students and families throughout his 

career. As he looks toward the future, he is excited to continue his passion for music and looks 

forward to spending more time with his wonderful wife, Kim, and his two grown children.   
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CONNEE HENSELEN 

Paraeducator — Mountain View Elementary School 

27.3 Years 

 

Connee began her career in the Puyallup School District in 1986. She held a few different 

positions, including building duty paraeducator, Learning Assistance Program (LAP) 

paraeducator, and Resource paraeducator. She worked at Riverside, Mountain View, and 

Brouillet elementary schools. Her time spent at work was so much fun! She worked on many 

special projects for children. While at Riverside, doing a Reading Week program, she took the 

six top readers on a special field trip each year. One year they went to the Thornwood Castle! 

Connee celebrated several special themed recess weeks with fun themed activities for kids. She 

helped with lots of special events in the classroom. Frequently, Connee was called upon for 

cooking activities, teaching kids how to grind wheat and bake bread during Pioneer Days, and 

much more. An autistic boy at school, fond of Connee, did not speak. However, only to Connee, 

he would tap her leg, wave, and smile. He walked along the fence line at every recess, waving to 

Connee for reassurance. Connee plans on having lots of family fun, traveling, and gardening. She 

loves spending loads of time with her grandchildren. Enjoying every bit of her 27 years in the 

Puyallup School District, Connee loves kids and is so excited about watching them grow and 

learn! 

 

 

ROSEMARY HOPKINS 

Bus Driver — Transportation 

26.1 Years 

 

Rose became an employee with the Puyallup School District 26 years ago, in August 1988, as a 

substitute bus driver. Three months later, she was hired as a contracted driver in November 1988.  

Rose says her work with students and parents over the years have been a real joy.  She enjoyed 

working with a lot of great people. When asked what she looks forward to as she enters 

retirement, Rose quickly responded, “not getting up at 4:30 in the morning” and spending more 

time with her grandchildren. Rose, your commitment to duty and sacrifice for the past 26 years 

are truly appreciated. 

 

 

ROSEMARY JONES 

Teacher — Shaw Road Elementary School 

17.8 Years 

 

Rosemary has been a teacher for 35 years, 25 of which were in the state of Washington. She 

considers the highlight of her career the 11 years she spent teaching kindergarten and first grade. 

She also taught 25 years of general music and string instruments. She was inspired to be a 

teacher when she was in kindergarten, with her first-grade and junior high music teachers as the 

finest examples and the most inspirational of teachers. Rosemary hopes that her students and the 

staff she has worked with remember her for being kind, compassionate, and consistent. She 

would like to remind one and all that lifelong learning is the key to a happy and fulfilling life.  
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STEVEN JONES 

Preventative Maintenance — Operations 

17.5 Years 

 

Steven worked his entire time with the Puyallup School District as an HVAC Preventative 

Maintenance Technician/Journeyman in the Maintenance department. Steven performed 

preventative maintenance on HVAC systems districtwide to ensure that equipment ran 

effectively and efficiently. He was well liked by his co-workers and willing to help out as 

needed. We wish to thank Steven for his years of service and wish him a great retirement.    

 

 

SUSAN LAKE 

Teacher — Summit 

23.6 Years 

 

The Puyallup School District announces the retirement of special education teacher Sue Lake. 

Special Services would like to recognize Susan for 24 years of serving students with special 

needs. She began her career at Wildwood Elementary working with the medically fragile 

preschool population. She then spent 13 years as a resource teacher at Pope Elementary. She also 

was a resource teacher for Walker High School before transferring to the Summit program to 

finish the last five years of her career.  In the SOS program, she has taught students ranging from 

seventh to twelfth grade. In this setting, her years of experience and wisdom truly had a positive 

impact on all who came her way. Sue’s devotion to the educational process, her soft-spoken 

nature, and her patient approach are a testament to her skills as an educator. It is with the 

warmest of wishes that we say, “Goodbye, and may the road rise up to meet you.” 

 

 

JAMES LEMIEUX 

Teacher — Kalles Junior High 

17.8 Years 

 

Jim has been changing the world in a positive way for 40 years now as an educator. He began in 

the Los Angeles Unified School District, moved to Spanaway Junior High for 18 years, and then 

spent the past 18 years at Kalles Junior High. Jim is a bit of a Renaissance man in our field. He 

has found a wonderful balance of working in more traditional electronics, woodworking, and 

mechanics classes while also teaching robotics, Photoshop, CAD, and computer skills. He has a 

passion for teaching hands-on skills that students can use for their entire lives. For years, without 

being asked, Jim has volunteered to travel the district and beyond to capture Kalles students in 

their sports and activities with his video camera. He then spotlights these students on the Kalles 

Friday video announcements that he helps facilitate each week. He also regularly adds to the 

positive school environment by creating staff gifts, sharing kind words, and going the extra mile, 

all while never asking for anything in return or even wanting to be recognized. This commitment 

and his above-and-beyond efforts just scratch the surface of the incredible teammate that Jim has 

been. With his new free time, he plans to do some farming at his Benton City property. Of 

course, all the prep work for such is being done by Jim, with his hands! Simply put, Mr. Lemieux 

is one of a kind and will be deeply missed. We not only celebrate him and his retirement, but we 

celebrate the incredible imprint he has left at Kalles Junior High.  
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ALEX MACDONALD  

Teacher — Puyallup High School 

10.8 Years 

 

Alex has built the Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) program to a high level 

of respectability across the state. For more than thirty years, Alex’s passion has been evident in 

his teaching. His kindness, sense of humor, and “old school” values have made him a fan 

favorite with students and staff. Mr. Macdonald’s contributions to the lives of students is so great 

it cannot be expressed in words, but all you have to do is ask or look at the success of his former 

pupils and his legacy is told. It has been an honor to work for Alex Macdonald. 

 

 

DAWN MAGDEN 

Psychologist — Special Services 

1.8 Years 

 

Dawn will be greatly missed. She will be taking advantage of retirement by heading to North 

Carolina to be closer to her daughter. She received her degree from the University of Washington 

in 1979. She has been working in the field of school psychology for 35 years and received her 

national certification in 1989. She is a tremendous advocate for children. Dawn is a very caring 

person with a positive outlook. Professionally she has served on the board for the Washington 

State Association of School Psychologists. In the community she has been a 30-year member of 

the General Federation of Women’s Clubs and has recently served as the State President. Dawn 

is a giving person and always willing to help. We will miss her warmth, kindness, and genuine 

love for learning.  

 

 

MICHELE MATHAY 

Paraeducator — Puyallup High School 

28.8 Years 

 

Michele has been a beloved educator and coach at Puyallup High School. Her warm and 

wonderful personality has left a positive mark on her students and athletes. She is a “fan 

favorite” amongst the staff. Michele was truly amazing to watch. She has the ability to create 

meaningful relationships with her students, while at the same time hold them accountable for 

their work, all with a smile. Michele taught lessons in life, and she will be dearly missed. 
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JOHN MCGRATH 

Mechanic — Transportation 

22.0 Years 

 

John was hired as a mechanic for small engine equipment in March 1992. For the past 22 years, 

he has faithfully performed his duties and kept the lawn crew’s equipment humming along. John 

was passionate about many things, but specifically about his family. He looks forward to 

spending more quality time with his family now that he has retired. John, thank you for your 

many years of dedication and service to the Puyallup School District. Enjoy your retirement. 

 

 

BARBARA MENNE  

Counselor — Ballou Junior High School 

15.8 Years  

 

Barbara has touched students’ lives for 21 years as a school counselor. She has been with the 

Puyallup School District for the past 16 as a counselor at Stahl Junior High and then at Ballou 

Junior High. Before coming to Puyallup, Barbara worked for five years at Eatonville Middle 

School. During her career, Barbara has served thousands of students, parents, and staff members 

with a warm smile and a caring attitude. She goes about her job with a “can-do” attitude and 

always makes decisions based on what is best for kids. Barbara has a huge heart and has 

compassion for all students. She is an active member on the Comprehensive School 

Improvement Plan team and the AVID site team. Her warm and caring personality and how she 

makes a positive difference in students’ lives will truly be missed. In retirement, Barbara will 

split her time between warm and sunny California and the beautiful Northwest. 

 

 

JOANN MEROLA 

Facilities Operations Manager — Meeker Elementary School 

35.7 Years 

 

JoAnn was hired as a substitute custodian in the Puyallup School District on May 18, 1978. On 

October 2, 1978, she was hired as a permanent custodian and became a floater before working at 

Kalles Junior High and Meeker and Sunrise elementary schools. JoAnn became the Facilities 

Operations Manager at Meeker Elementary on October 1, 1982, her home for the last 32 years of 

an outstanding 36 year career in the district. When she retirees in June, JoAnn will leave behind 

an amazing legacy—thirty-two years in a building that reflects her strong work ethic and 

commitment to maintaining a quality facility. She has also been a regular at Sparks Stadium, 

cleaning up after games, and amazes younger custodians with her ability to work hard and fast. 

Well loved by staff and students at Meeker Elementary, JoAnn will be missed by all those who 

know her!!! 
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JUDY MOROZ 

Bus Driver — Transportation 

18.0 Years 

 

Judy was hired as a substitute driver in March 1994 and was contracted in October 1995.  The 

majority of her 18 years with the district was driving students with special needs. Judy’s 

personable and easygoing attitude worked well with her students. Your years of service to our 

students and support of the district is appreciated.  Congratulations on your retirement. 

 

 

CLINTON PATTON 

Teacher — Maplewood Elementary School 

39.3 Years 

 

Clint is retiring after 40 years as a teacher. During this time, Clint has taught many grade levels 

and disciplines. He has spent all of his years of teaching in the Puyallup School District. He has 

been at Maplewood for the past 22 years teaching second grade. All of Clint’s skills and talents 

as an educator are too numerous to list. Among his many talents is his ability to take students, 

wherever they are in their learning, and turn them into confident and competent thinkers and 

problem-solvers. Clint has been an amazing role model for his students as he sets high 

expectations for respect, kindness, and citizenship. When you walk into Clint’s classroom, it is 

truly a charming experience as the love the kids have for him is palpable. Clint spends countless 

hours perfecting his craft all in the interest of doing the right thing for his students. And, when 

students leave Clint’s classroom, they are still his students. Many of them seek out his guidance, 

and he remains a huge part of their life at Maplewood and into junior high and high school. As 

our track coach, Clint has made even more connections with students who can’t wait to be on his 

team! In fourth, fifth and sixth grades, over 80 students turn out for track every year! I credit this 

to Clint’s ability to make the experience not only fun, but a way for each student to experience 

being a part of a special team where we cheer for everybody! Clint has many expressions, and I 

like to call them, “Pattonisms.” One of the best is his commitment to kids to go, “To Infinity and 

Beyond!” As Clint enters into a wonderful retirement with his wife Patti and as they spend time 

with their children and grandchildren, we say to both of them, thank you for your service and… 

“To Infinity and Beyond!” You will be greatly missed. 
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PATTI PATTON 

Teacher — Fruitland Elementary School 

34.6 Years 

 

Patti graduated from Central Washington University in 1969 and taught fourth grade one year in 

Laredo, Texas. She took time off to raise her family and returned to substitute teach until her 

youngest child entered school. Her first position in Puyallup was job sharing fifth grade at 

Northwood with the Puyallup Education Association (PEA) President. The next few years found 

Patti teaching fourth grade for one year at Maplewood and one year in fourth grade back at 

Northwood Elementary until she got a continuing contract at Fruitland Elementary teaching first 

grade. She’s been there for 31 years, making the move to second grade 21 years ago. Patti’s 

motto is, “Choose a job you love and you’ll never work a day in your life.” She looks forward to 

each day greeting students with a warm welcome and a smile. She works hard to create a 

nurturing classroom atmosphere of love, respect, and kindness where her students feel safe. Patti 

has been actively involved with both staff and PTA activities serving as a building PEA 

representative, technology chairperson, Sunshine chairperson, and Field Day coordinator. She is 

also a Golden Acorn Award recipient. In retirement, she looks forward to spending more time 

with family, traveling, playing golf, and substituting to reconnect with staff and students. 
 

 

GRANT PELESKY 

Teacher — Fruitland Elementary School 

39.8 Years 

 

Grant spent the first half of his career as a sixth grade teacher at Meeker Elementary, the school 

he graduated from. Grant was active in the community as a guest columnist for the local 

newspaper, sharing his love of writing, hoping to be an example to his students. Grant was also 

involved in elective politics, an attempt to model the social studies concept of representative 

government. Grant spent the last half of his career as a fifth grade teacher at Fruitland 

Elementary, a school he has been proud to be a part of for the past 20 years. 
 

 

ANNA PETERSON  

Teacher — Ferrucci Junior High School 

23.8 Years 

 

Anna has spent a career developing a love for reading and writing with her students.  Anna 

graduated from Central Washington University in 1971 with a degree in English and K-12 

Education, and a Master’s degree in Education from Gonzaga in 1995. She began working at 

Sunnybank Convent School in Brisbane, Australia, teaching fifth grade. Over the years, Anna 

has promoted strong literacy skills and effective teaching strategies as a Building Learning 

Specialist and in other building leadership roles, such as District Science Committee member, 

Step Up to Writing presenter, writing pedagogy instructor, DMI instructor, school Science Fair 

coordinator, and WASL scorer. She was the accompanist for musical performances at Woodland 

Elementary. She has spent the past eight years at Ferrucci, where she has served students as a 

LAP reading specialist, an English teacher, and coordinator for the LENS project through the 

Broadway Center for the Performing Arts. An avid pianist and traveler, Anna is looking forward 

to retirement to travel and spend time with her adorable grandchildren. She and her husband will 

be traveling to Ireland and Scotland this fall.  
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CONNIE POWERS 

Bus Driver — Transportation 

19 Years 
 

Connie began her career with the district in September 1995 after retiring from the United States 

Army in July 1995 following 22 years of dedicated service to our country. Her work with 

transportation began as a substitute driver for two years and then as a contracted driver for the 

remaining 17 years. The majority of Connie’s 19 years in transportation were spent transporting 

students with special needs. She demonstrated a remarkable ability to work well with her 

students. Having successfully completed two careers, Connie moves on to her third and 

culminating career of traveling from state-to-state in her motor home to visit all of the National 

parks. Thank you for all of your hard work and dedication. 
 

 

JAMES PYETTE 

Facilities Operations Manager — Aylen Junior High School 

29.7 Years 
 

James began working for the Puyallup School District on February 14, 1983 as a substitute 

custodian. On March 2, 1984, he began his custodial career as a floater and then followed a path 

that included stops at a number of schools including Northwood and Spinning elementary 

schools, Ballou and Kalles junior high schools, and Rogers High School. Jim became the 

Assistant Facilities Operations Manager (FOM) at Puyallup High School on October 23, 1991, 

and then became the FOM at Aylen Junior High Sept. 22, 1997, where he remained until his 

retirement last November. A proud Falcon for 17 years, students remember Jim as a traditional 

fixture in the lunch room. Staff members remember Jim for his spunky, friendly personality, the 

strong relationships he built with everyone in the building, and his love for antique cars and 

trucks.  
 

 

ANNE ROFF  

Teacher — Maplewood Elementary School 

37.8 Years 
 

Anne has taught for 37 amazing years! Arriving as a new, 22 year-old teacher, Anne has spent all 

of her teaching career as a Maplewood Mustang! During this time, Anne has never missed a 

beat! Her enthusiasm, dedication, and love for her kids are something that sets Anne apart. Anne 

is perpetually happy, engaging, and positive! To watch Anne teach is like watching an artist 

create a beautiful work of art. She takes every moment in her classroom and focuses it on 

learning. Kids learn to read, some for the very first time in Anne’s classroom. Light bulbs are 

always going off!  Students learn to think critically and write with voice, details, and elaboration 

behind their words. Beyond the academics, Anne is such a strong advocate for her kids and their 

families. Anne knows the story of each child, down to their favorite things. She makes deep and 

meaningful connections with her families who partner with her throughout the school year. Anne 

and her teammates also know how to have some fun—dressing up as rappers for a staff skit at 

our talent show, singing and dancing in our Maplewood end-of-the-year Flash Mob, or coming to 

school as a little old lady (costume, make-up, the works) to celebrate the 100th day of school! As 

I was in Anne’s classroom this past week, one of her cute little girls said to me, “Ms. Walton, 

Mrs. Roff is retiring, and I don’t want her to.” To that, I replied, “Me neither.” Best of everything 

to Anne as she enjoys time with her family, especially the grandchildren!   
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FRANCINE ROUSE  

Executive Assistant to the Superintendent— Education Service Center 

34.2 Years 

 

Francine served the Puyallup School district in a number of roles for 34 years…from providing 

student lunches at Puyallup High School in the 1980’s, to being the “go to” person in the 

superintendent’s office for many years. Her efficiency, kindness, and knowledge of the workings 

of the district were an asset to the Board of Directors and to the district as a whole. Her patience 

and kindness, as well as her willingness to serve, are hallmarks of a career in which her positive 

impacts made the Puyallup School District a better place for students, staff, and the community.  

Thank you Francine. 

 

 

VALORIE SCOTT 

Teacher — Fruitland Elementary School  

26.8 Years 

 

Valorie has been teaching at Fruitland Elementary since 1987. During her time at Fruitland, she 

has taught resource room, fifth grade and sixth grade. Before she started teaching in Puyallup, 

she taught third grade for nine years in Winlock, Washington. Throughout her teaching career, 

Valorie has been committed to helping her students achieve their highest potential. She has 

especially enjoyed teaching math and science and working with the wonderful staff at Fruitland. 

 

 

CAROLE STRATFORD  

Teacher — Aylen Junior High School 

30.8 Years 

 

Carole began her teaching career at Aylen Junior High School 31 years ago. She also spent 

several years teaching at Puyallup High School and Ferrucci Junior High School before returning 

back to Aylen where she has finished up her career. Carole is an incredibly talented educator 

teaching a variety of subject areas throughout her career, including Spanish, French, German, 

English/Language Arts, Social Studies and Art. She has served as an adviser of Guitar Club, 

Foreign Language Club, German Club, and Honor Society. Carole has worked tirelessly to 

provide quality learning experiences for her students. Her dedication to the profession was 

unquestionable; quite often Carole was the last teacher to leave the building for the evening. 

Carole has always maintained high expectations and standards for her students. With her firm, 

no-nonsense approach, Carole ran a tight ship and her students benefited from it. Carole will be 

missed, and we wish her well as she travels with her husband and seeks out new adventures.       
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TIMOTHY STRATFORD  

Teacher — Ferrucci Junior High School 

31.8 Years 

 

Tim has quite simply done it all in education, and spent much of that energy at Ferrucci Junior 

High. He earned his bachelor’s degree in Spanish from Sonoma State University in 1975. He 

graduated from Golden Gate Seminary with a Masters of Divinity in 1981. Tim ventured out into 

the world and landed at Ferrucci the year after it opened. While there, Tim has taught wood shop, 

metal shop, science, English, Spanish, French, and at times taught three levels of Spanish at Fort 

Steilacoom College. He’s coached boys’ and girls’ varsity and junior varsity sports at the high 

school and junior high levels, including tennis and basketball. He’s been the butcher, the baker, 

AND the candlestick maker! He has spent the past five years teaching English to seventh graders 

and Spanish to ninth graders. Señor Stratford, as he is affectionately called, has truly done it all. 

He has had the pleasure of teaching with his wife for years, and will retire with her this year. He 

plans on retiring right, with lots of travel planned, starting with a trip to Europe this summer! 

 

 

KAY TAYLOR 

Teacher — Mountain View Elementary School 

39.8 Years 

 

Kay earned both her bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education and her master’s degree in 

Guidance and Counseling from the University of Puget Sound. Kay signed a contract to teach in 

the Puyallup School District in 1974, thinking she would live in the Puyallup Valley for a “just a 

couple of years.” The “couple of years” stretched into 40 years of teaching third through sixth 

grade at Maplewood, Wildwood Park, Shaw Road, and Mountain View elementary schools. As 

Kay reflects upon her career, two highpoints stand out. First, she will always hold the effort and 

hard work of her colleagues in the highest regard. Because of these teachers’ compassion and 

dedication to kids, students learn in the public school system. Secondly, she will smile as she 

fondly remembers the countless times she has heard shouted across parking lots, athletic fields, 

at gas stations, and at high school graduations, “Hey, Mrs. T! Remember me? I was in your fifth-

grade class! I learned so much that year!” The next phase of Kay’s life will include further 

travels abroad with her daughter, Kailani, and relocating with her husband, Mark, to their cabin 

and acreage in the Methow Valley in Okanogan County to pursue their passions of hiking, fly 

fishing, and cross country skiing while living a simpler, sustainable lifestyle. It has been my 

pleasure getting to know and work with Mrs. Kay Taylor. I wish we could have worked together 

longer. Kay, your service is deeply appreciated, and you will be missed. 
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ROSEMARY THOMAS 

Teacher — Fruitland Elementary School 

21.5 Years 

 

Rosemary graduated in 1974 from Western Washington University with a bachelor’s degree in 

Special Education. She also received her masters and administrative credentials from Western in 

1980. Rosemary has been a Special Education Resource teacher for 28 years…23 of them in the 

Puyallup School District where she has taught at eight different elementary schools. She was 

fortunate enough to stay home and raise here three boys for the next ten years during which time 

she served as PTA President at Northwood Elementary and also received the Golden Acorn 

Award. Rosemary returned to teaching in 1998. She believes in the saying: “You never know 

what you can do until you try” and is always encouraging her students to try their best! Beside 

her love of teaching, Rosemary also loves her family and traveling. She has taken her boys on 

many adventures during their summer vacations including a trip to Ireland to explore their Irish 

roots. Rosemary recently received her Irish Citizenship and hopes to spend part of her retirement 

years living in The Emerald Isle. 

 

 

SYNNOVE TURNER 

Teacher – Wildwood Elementary School 

20.8 Years 

 

Synnove embodies one of the most effective strategies in teaching: modeling. She models the 

importance of continuing to grow and learn by attending professional development that is above 

and beyond what is expected of her. She works tirelessly as she plans engaging lessons and 

makes sure that each of her students is successful. Synnove knows the power of making 

connections to each of her students. She expects high standards from them and supports them in 

the process of achieving them. Her legacy of continually enhancing and refining our cultural 

competency through her many years of leadership in both district and building diversity teams is 

priceless. She will be missed by our community.   

 

 

BARBARA VOLLAND 

Officer Manager — Waller Road Elementary School 

29.8 Years 

 

May I have your attention? Your attention please! Barbara Volland has been a staple at Waller 

Road Elementary for the last 30 years. She is a dedicated office manager and community 

member, who has trained the countless principals and secretaries who have come and gone 

during her time. She's trained everyone else on use of the "Barb-o-meter." Whether it is with a 

welcoming smile, a kind word, a funny story, a crazy outfit, a beautiful program, or a carefully 

organized way to appreciate others, Barb has been the true heart and soul of the Waller Road 

community. She is also the life of the party at every staff gathering! The staff at Waller Road 

wishes Barb a retirement full of sunshine, movie-viewing, Taco Time date nights, and lots of 

precious memories with her grandchildren. We have been so lucky to call her our colleague and 

our friend! 
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KOLEEN VROOMAN 

Kitchen Helper — Food and Nutrition Services 

27.3 Years 

 

Koleen started her food service career over 27 years ago, in 1987, as a lead server at Waller Road 

Elementary. In 1988, she moved on to Sunrise Elementary where it was noted that she had “great 

rapport with the students”. She became active with the local school food service community, 

taking on the duties of President of the Daffodil Chapter early in her career. She moved from 

Sunrise to Aylen Junior High, to be a kitchen helper, where she built strong relationships with 

many students throughout the years. Colleagues have commented over the years about Koleen’s 

quirky sense of humor and her ability to liven up any situation. Koleen is an icon in the Food and 

Nutrition Services Department and particularly at Aylen Junior High.  She will be a tough act to 

follow and will be greatly missed!   

 

 

MARTY WALKER  

Teacher — Edgemont Junior High School 

28.8 Years 

 

Marty began teaching in Norfolk, Virginia in January of 1973. She taught there for four-and-a-

half years. In September of 1978, Marty moved to Puyallup where she had two children. She 

worked as a mom and part-time church secretary until November of 1985 when she began 

teaching at Puyallup High School. She remained at Puyallup until 1989. She finished her Masters 

at Pacific Lutheran University and did long- and short-term subbing for the Puyallup and 

Enumclaw school districts until 1994. She then began teaching at Edgemont Junior High. 

Additionally, she taught nights at Green River Community College from 1994 to 1996. Marty’s 

first priority is her students. She enjoys not only teaching them valuable technology skills, but 

getting them involved in a variety of service projects over the years. She will miss her students, 

her teaching, and her fun and fabulous co-workers. 

 

 

JOHN YOUNG 

Bus Driver — Transportation 

7.4 Years 

 

John began his second career with the Puyallup School District seven years ago in May 2006. At 

least five of the seven years with the district, he maintained perfect attendance. John’s 

willingness to take some of the hard to fill trips was very much appreciated. Thank you for your 

service to your students and support of the district. Enjoy your retirement. 

 



 

 

Mary Bloom    Librarian    Ridgecrest Elementary 

Sandra Brasier    Teacher     Meeker Elementary 

Cheri Buck    Teacher     Stewart Elementary 

Leo Bullock    Teacher     Walker High School 

John Bustad    Principal    Rogers High School 

Alfonso Corbi    Custodian    Emerald Ridge High School 

Gary Courie    Teacher     Rogers High School 

Catherine Dahlquist   Teacher     Stewart Elementary 

Cynthia Edmon    Teacher     Fruitland Elementary 

Jane Erickson    Teacher     Edgemont Junior High 

Michael Farley    Bus Driver    Transportation 

Charlene Fitzgerald   School Nurse    Hunt/Spinning Elementary 

Cindy Flores    Bus Driver    Transportation 

Susan Frank    Teacher     Northwood Elementary 

Caron Dean Fry    Teacher     Sunrise Elementary 

Susan Gallwas    Bus Driver    Transportation 

Nancy Gray    Paraeducator    Shaw Road/Zeiger Elementary 

Michael Hanson    Counselor    Edgerton Elementary 

Connee Henselen    Paraeducator    Mountain View Elementary 

Rosemary Hopkins   Bus Driver    Transportation 

Rosemary Jones    Teacher     Shaw Road Elementary 

Steven Jones    Preventative Maintenance   Maintenance 

Susan Lake    Teacher     Summit 

James Lemieux    Teacher     Kalles Junior High 

Alex MacDonald    Teacher     Puyallup High School 

Dawn Magden    Psychologist    Special Services 

Michele Mathay    Paraeducator    Puyallup High School 

John McGrath    Mechanic    Transportation 

Barbara Menne    Counselor    Ballou Junior High 

JoAnn Merola    Facilities Operations Manager  Meeker Elementary 

Judy Moroz    Bus Driver    Transportation 

Clinton Patton    Teacher     Maplewood Elementary 

Patti Patton    Teacher     Fruitland Elementary 

Grant Pelesky    Teacher     Fruitland Elementary 

Anna Peterson    Teacher     Ferrucci Junior High 

Connie Powers    Bus Driver    Transportation 

James Pyette    Facilities Operations Manager  Aylen Junior High 

Anne Roff    Teacher     Maplewood Elementary 

Francine Rouse    Executive Assistant to the Superintendent  Education Service Center 

Valorie Scott    Teacher     Fruitland Elementary 

Carole Stratford    Teacher     Aylen Junior High 

Timothy Stratford   Teacher     Ferrucci Junior High 

Kay Taylor    Teacher     Mountain View Elementary 

Rosemary Thomas   Teacher     Fruitland Elementary 

Synnove Turner    Teacher     Wildwood Elementary 

Barbara Volland    Office Manager    Waller Road Elementary 

Koleen Vrooman    Kitchen Helper    Food and Nutrition Services 

Marty Walker    Teacher     Edgemont Junior High 

John Young    Bus Driver    Transportation 


